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IN THE REALM OF TRAVEL ON SEA ON AND O

New York Excursionists Headed Up the Budson for a Day’s Outing.

wesmith.

AND NOW FOR BEACH AND WOODS

The Season of One-Day Outings Is Here,and All About New York
Beckon Water and Green Trees, Two Hours Away or Less

By VICTOR H. BERNSTEIN,
NE of the reasons why the
New Yorker loves his city
is that he can so easily leave
it behind—if only for a day.
¥ellow sands and green country
beckon—two hours distant-or less
by water, bus or motor car.

This week the shuttling to and
from the open spaces begins in
earnest. A few hardy hikers,
brave in woolen knickers and pull-
overs, have already dared chilly
Spring winds in hill and wood. But
they represented only the first
trickle of the roaring cataract that
will henceforth pour over the city’s
spillways each week-end into the
countryside.

Today the Hudson River Day Line
stesmers begin their annual pil-
grimages in the wake of Henry
Hidson, that imaginative English-
man who sought, three centuries
ago, to find China up Albany way.
Today, too, the series of ten—and
possibly more — Weakfish Specials
to Greenport start on the Long Is-
1land Reijlroad for the anglers who
like to battle that misnamed fish
wrell enough to catch a train at 4:30
in the morning, daylight saving
time.

Yesterday the Saturday Fisher-
men’s Specials to Montauk started
at the slightly less Spartan hour
of 5:80, and other specials will
be added shortly. Next Satur-
day Jones Beach opens and after
#hat, In quick succession, Coney Is-
land, the Rockaways and other
near-by beaches will be in full

swing. The first breath of “Sum-
mer is here; the outdoor season
has started.

_Dressed for the Season.

Wherever eager vacationists may
go, they will find that Winter, in
whose lap beaches and countryside
are supposed to hibernate, has been
sxzceedingly fruitful this year in
preparing more comforts and thrills
for themn. Workmen at the Coney
¥sland, Rye, Jones and other
beaches have been painting with
gusto, erecting new. restaurants,
adding new loops to whirring mid-
ways, catching shifting sands with
huge walls of rock. At inland re-
zorts swimming pools have been
pefurbished, picnic grounds extend-
ed and dance pavilions built. Al-
most everywhere at these vacation
spots elaborate programs of music,
gireworks and sports have been
prepared for those who feel that
water is the least necessary com-
ponent of a2 watering place.

Where is the average New York
femily most likely to go for its one-
day outing? Statistics show that
the thunder of surf is the sweetest
of all nature’s music to the New
~Yorker. When the season is at its
height—during the ‘‘dog days” of
late July and August—more than
two million bathers, waders and
Jookers-on dot the yellow beaches of
the metropolitan area. And half of
these gather at Coney Island, that
amazing, glittering fantasy which
at least a dozen times each Sum-
mer becomes the sixth largest city
in the United States.

Coney’s Aura to Remain,

I.ike the circus, Coney Island and .

jts mad brain, Luna Park, reached
its adjectival zenith years ago. It
was already described as ‘‘stupen-
dous, colossal and gigantic’ in 1925.
It could hardly be more in 1935.
But ¢onfirmed Coney-goers will find
many new conveniences at their
favorite resort this Summer. Four
hundred more drinking fountains,

strategically situated, will make

things easier for distraught mothers
~vhose children are crying ‘I wanna
drink!” Redecking of Steeplechase
pier and the Boardwalk, begun last
year, has proceeded apace. Three
new frame buildings, erected on the
beach, will serve as lifeguard sta-
tions. These were work-relief proj-
ects, and work relief, too, 18 trans-
forming the city-owned Dreamland
parking space into a playground for
tennis, handball, shuffleboard and
archery addicts, while bzll parks
are being laid out at the Gravesend
terminus of Neptune Avenue.
Ardent Coneyites, alarmed at such

modern goings-on, recently accused |

Mayor La Guardia of trying to put
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a slik hat on the island. The Mayor
put their fears to rest. ‘“‘Some peo-
ple like Bach and Beethoven,’” the
Mayor said, ‘‘and others like Coney
Island. The place has a flavor and
an aura of its own, and nothing
will be done to destroy its tradition
that has been a half century in the
making.”’

Nevertheless, one tradition has
gone by the boards. Moonlight and
romance went under the hammer
when a half-dozen sidewheelers,
which since 1881 had been plying
between Manhattan and the island,
were sold at auction a few weeks
ago. Federal steamboat inspection
officials gave out the sad news:
“It is not likely that you will be
able to reach Coney Island by ex-
cursion boat this season.’’

In point of popularity the Rocke-
ways rank second among metre-
politan beaches. Queens borough
officlals estimate that $100,000 has
been put into ocean-front improve-
ments, including an enlarged mid-
way, eighteen miles- of bathers’
rope, and an augmented fleet of
catamarans—non-sinkable lifeboats.

Accessible to Motorists.

Long Beach and Jones Beach,
neighboring rivals on Long Island’s
south shore, have each received a
thorough Spring cleaning. ILong
Beach, much the older, was ahead
of its neighbor last year, drawing
a quarter-million bathers on several
Sundays. But Jones Beach, a sand-
bar transformed into one of Ameri-
ca’s most beautiful strands, has
been growing steadily since its
opening in 1918, Here almost every-
thing is mew except the sand and
the waves that beat upon it.

Year by year the beach has be-
come more accessible to the New
York motorist. Two new broad
highways, the Wantagh Spur Park-
way from the Southern State Park-
way and the Meadowbrook Cause-
way from Merrick Road lead the
automobilist away from traffic di-
rectly to his destination. Next
month a Meadowbrook Causeway
spur will be opened to connect di-
rectly with the Southern State
Parkway, further increasing the
accessibility of the beach.

Jones and Long Beach, Coney Is-
land, the Rockaways, Brighton,
Manhattan, and a host of smaller
beaches are reached primarily by
motor car, subway or railroad.
Boat-lovers have their own favorite
resorts. For them the picnie and
the swim are merely the garnish-
ings for pleasant hours spent on the
waters of the Hudson, Long Island
Sound and the Bay. Indeed, many
choose long trips that enable them
to spend the entire day on the
water.

If plans call for shore excursions,
the visitor and his family disem-
bark. Wherever they may be, bath-
ing nools, picnic grounds, cafés,
dancing pavilions, playgrounds are
likely to await them.

Certain landings along the Hudson
have special interest. The Indian
village at Indien Point is greeted

days
[

with delight by big-eyed children.
There is grim West Point, school of

®

the country’s proudest soldiery; at

Newburgh, Washington's headquar-
ters; to the Catskills cling the auras
of Rip Van Winkle, the Headless
Horseman.

But New York boasts more water-
ways than one. The seawall at Bat-
tery Park, on a warm Summer
Sunday or holiday, is alive with
bobbing craft of assorted sizes that
pull in and out continually from 8
in the morning to midnight. Fre-
quently nearly 100,000 people em-
bark for a day’s outing from this
point. About twenty-five boats,
owned by ten companies, swing
alongside the wall, receive their
quota of passengers and move
awey again, hooting derisively at
the squat agquarium and the whole
vast panorama of New York’s sky-
line that must remain behind, bak-
ing in the city sun.

Most of the boats make three or
four sailings, ferrying between the
Battery and Bear Mountain, or At-
lantic Highlands, or Keansburg, or
Croton Point, or Rye Beach. Others
make single, extensive {rips to
Bridgeport, Conn.—sixty miles up
Long Island Sound—or Roton Point,
twenty miles nearer. Round trips
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New Horizons—Hikers Again Are Seeking Chffs to Conquer,

range in time from & couple of
hours to a full twelve hours. The
larger boats are equipped with res-
taurants and dance floors.

There are thousands of New
Yorkers who scorn motors, beaches
and boats alike; who prefer wan-
dering through woods and fields,
with the soft feel of earth beneath
their feet, and the smell of fresh
foliage in their nostrils. Hikers
gather at subway -stations, ferry
terminals and highway points, -often
under the aegis of a hiking club,
sometimes as independent small
groups. They ride to any point
where pavements end; there, really,
the day’s outing begins.

Heretofore, the greatest wish of
the hiker has been to get far
enough away from the city so that
the roar of the' subway does not
deafen him to whatever it is that
the birds and the bees have to say.
The railroads, unexpectedly, have
come to his aid. Last Sunday the
New TYork Central ran a special
hikers' train to Beacon, N. Y.,
permitting groups to get off at sev-
eral way stations and picking them
up again for the return trip six or
seven hours later. That run may
revolutionize the hiking hobby, for
the New Haven expects to follow
suit, In a couple of weeks, with a
similar hikers’ special running into
the Berkshires.

&

Timos Wide World.

The Avenue of Psalaces at the California Pacific Internationsl Exposition.

A GREAT FAIR FOR THE PACIFIC

The International Exhibition Soon to Open in San Diego Is
Expected to Draw Millions of Visitors to the West Coast

By ALVIN J. McGOWAN.
SaN Dreco, Calif.
HE nearly four centurieas of
progress and achievement In
the West with their climaxin
the gigantic works now being

! constructed will be portrayed in

bold strokes at the California
Pacific International Exposition,
which will open in Balboa Park, in
San Diego, on May 29 and continue
until Nov. 11.

Such is the main theme. It repre-
sents a long evolution from the
original idea of the fair, which was
to be representative chiefly of
Southern California. The large con-
struction projects hereabout were
too breath-taking to be left out.
Of course the Federal Government
was invited to exhibit also; so was

‘the Mexican Government, and the

circle kept on widening until now
some twenty-three or more foreign
countries will be represented.
Great interest has been created
throughout the United States and
much of the rest of the world. In-
quiries_of travel agencies indicate
that an unprecedented number of
tourists will travel to the Pacific
Coast for the 1936 world’s fair.
Confident forecasters are mention-
ing 10,000,000 as the probable at-

ALASKA STEPS FROM DOG TEAMS TO AIRWAYS

By MARY BARROWS.
NTO an Alaskan valley sixty-
six families of colonists from
the drought-stricken areas of
Minnesota have come to settle.
It makes a dramatic episode which
probably calls to many minds the
tales of Jack London and Robert
Service. Most of all it suggests, no
doubt, hard journeys by dog teams
over the great, unsettled spaces.

If it does, something is wrong
with the picture. For Alaska has
gone modern. Instead of the long
freighting teams of dogs and the
cry of “‘Mush, you malemute!”
there is the regular landing of
planes with their loads of freight
and mail and passengers and
perishables. This vast northern
outpost has stepped almost directly
from primitive transportation into
the airplane age. The dog team
is fast losing ground. .

When the Pacific Alagka Alr-
ways, subsidiary of Pan American
Airways, announced a new sched-
ule to become efféctive last month,
the last vestige of isolation on the
old frontier had vanished. For by
this new schedule Nome is not more
than six days from New York. One
can board a plane in New York and
speed aecross the continent. At
Seattle a boat will take him in -two
to Xetchikan or Juheau,
where he can take another plane
for Fairbanks, far up in the in-
terior—only five hours  away. In
another few hours he can be stand-
ing on the shores of Bering Sea.

No longer area the inhabitants of
interior Alasksa isolated for seven

Fechner. From Nesmith.

The New Settlers Will Find Travel Over
The Great Wastes Brought ‘Up to Date

months of the year, or compelled
to travel by slow dog team. A net-
work of large companies and inde-
pendent airplane operators cavers
the territory, and at least 80 per
cent of all Winter travel is done by
airplane. ‘
There are many arguments for
the use of the plane up north. It is
faster. Mail is now delivered to
Bethel, at the mouth of the Kus-
kokwim River, eight hours from the
railroad—and the dog-team sched-
ule was twenty-three days. A twice-
a-week service takes mail and fresh
vegetables to Nome. The furthest
outpost in Alaska is not more than
five or six hours from a hospital.

The airplane is more economical;
rates are often less than the dog
teams. The dogs could travel only
about twenty miles a day and pas-
sengers had to spend the night at
roadhouses where dinner, bed, and
breakfast averaged $5. Usually
these roadhouses were kept by
squaw-men, were unseired, dirty,
usually not mote than crude log
cabins housing large families. In
one a pilot vowed the pillow cases
had not been changed since the
gold rush in ’98.

And air travel is -more comforta-
ble. Contrast.five or six hoursin a
chair in a heated cabin plane with
three weeks in a sled at 30 and
more below zero! No wonder every
one fles. - ’

Size of the Country.

To gain an idea of the size of

" Alaska, place a map of it on the

centre of a United States map. The
main boundaries would include
Kansas, Iowa, Minnesota, Wis-
consin and Illinois, and half of
North and South Dakota, Nebraska,
and Missouri. The mainland would
reach from the middle of North
Dakota to Lake Superior, and from
the Canadian border to Dixie. The
‘‘panhandle” of Southeastern Alas-
ka would stretch from Southern
Illinois to the coast of South Car-
olina, and the Aleutian chain would
extend from Xansas out to the
Pacxfic Coast south of San Fra.n-
CISCO.

In this vast area there are less
than 2,000 miles of roads—open only
in the Summer time—and these
roads do not connect with one an-
other. There is a railway from
Seward to Falrbanks, about 400
wmiles. River steamers can ply the
streams only a few months in the
Summer. There are only about four
boats a year to Nome and ice condi-

On the Outskirts of New York—Automohilists at Bear.Mountain,. tlons north of there. n'equently pre-

vent any boat from getting through
to Point Barrow. nge the airplane
is an indispensable part of the
trangportation,

Every one flies, literally. Ex-
pectant mothers go by air to the
hospital and return to their homes,
sometimes 400.or more miles away,
with the new-born babies. Sheriffs
fly out to get their prisoners, and
bring them in by air. Students fly
“‘out’” to school. Government offi-
cjals, postal inspectors, traveling
salesmen, make all their routes by
air. Priests and missionaries go to
their furthest missions by plane.
Teachers fly to their schools in the
Fall and from them in the Spring.
Emergency cases for the hospitals
are common—the Anchorage Hospi-
tal alone had 200 emergency cases
flown in during one year.

Freight, mail, everything goes by
air. I saw a plane load a piece of
mining machinery which weighed
1,200 pounds, all in one plece. An-
other plane freighted in bucket lips
for a dredge. Radios, cases of
fresh eggs, fresh fruits and vege-
tables, meats, newspapers, films,
canaries; nothing is too small or,
apparently, too large.

The airplane and the radio have
brought Alaska, in the thirty-five
years since the white man’s occupa-
tion, up to a standard of living
equivaleng and often beyond that
found in the Western mountain re-
gions of the United States proper.
The old ‘‘sourdoughs” listen to ra-
dios brought in by air, and send
their batteries out by plane to be
recharged. They have standing or-
ders for fresh groceries to be deliv-
ered with the weekly of semi-week-
1y mail.

Regular Air Schedules.

In 1931 the airplane took over the
major star mail routes in Alaska
for the six Winter months of the
vear, and these routes have been
extended to coveri most of the in-

.terior., There is a webkly service

from Fairbanks down the Kusko-
kwim River, and a semi-weekly ser-
vice down the Yukon-and out to
Nome. :

How about landing fields? Alaska
is a pilot’s paradise in that re-
spect, and Alaskan planes are
adaptable affairs. In the Summer
the country is so honeycombed with
waterways--rivers, swamps, sloughs,
lakes—that planes are equipped with
floats for water landings. In the
Winter, when all these lakes are
frozen, and the spongy tundra is

covered with 2 smaqoth carpet of
snow, the pontoons are changed to
skis. Along‘'the mail routes, which
follow the old steamboat and dog-
team trails along the rivers, there
is always a place to land. Only
during the freeze-up and break-
up are the planes on wheels and
dependent wupon established air-
fields or river bars.

In the Summer the days are
twenty to twenty-four' hours long
and the weather is usually clear
and warm. But cold-weather fly-
ing develops an entirely new tech-
nique of aviation. Stunted spruce
trees gre frozen upright in the ice
to mark runway boundaries along
the rivers. Round poles are cut
and leid crosswise in the snow to
taxi the skis upon, otherwise they
would freeze fast in the snow and
have to be pried loose. The oil is
drained immediately upon landing;
it is heated in tive-gallon cans and
poured into the motor, hot, when
the plane is warmed up again.

During the past few years the
eyes of the world have been focused
upon Alaska. Wiley Post, the Lind-
berghs, the flight of the army
bombers, all had Alaska as part of
their itinerary. Nome, on the pen-
insula jutting out toward Siberia,
is only a short hop from Soviet Rus-
gian territory and at Bering Strait
Siberia is only about forty-five
miles away. A few hours’ flight with
fast equipmient on down to Japan—
as close to Alaska as is continental
United States. Yet there i1s not an
army airplane, an army post in in-
terior Alaska.

tendance figure fqr the season.
President Roosevelt has announced
his intention of coming to the fair.

San Diego is considered the logical
site for such an exposition because
it claims to be the birthplace of
civilization in the West. It was in
San Diego bay that the explorer
Juan Rodriguez’ Cabrillo in 1542
first touched the mainland of pres-
ent California. It was here that
the first mission was established in
1769 by Spanish priests. Many
relics - of the early settlement lie
within a short distance of the ex-
position grounds.

More Than 100 Buildings.

The exposition proper comprises
more than 100 buildings, represent-
ing a total investment in excess of
$20,000,000. Most of them sare per-
manent structures which were a
part of the 1915 Panama Pacific
Exposition commemorating the
completion of the Panama Canal;
but many new and modern struc-
tures have been built to house the
varied exhibits at the coming fair.
Heavily clustered with trees and
shrubs, they make a scene of daz-
zling brilliance.

Two of the great struggles for
progress In this region have been
for 'water and for transportation.
The struggles are commemorated
together in the the Palace of Water
and Transportation. Here is told
the story of man's fight for the
‘‘white gold’’ of the semi-arid West
and the advance of transportation
from the days of the sandal-shod
Spanish priest down to the present
streamlined era.

Part of the story is being spon-
sored by the Metropolitan Water
District of Los Angeles in & huge
display. Relief maps and working
models of great irrigation and wa-
ter-supply systems will be striking-
ly shown. Aqueducts, dams, chan-
nels and reservoirs will be repro-
duced to scale.

All-American Canal,

Algo in this building will be a
graphic representation of the relief
project of the All-American Canal,
now under construction in South-
ern California, which will open up
thousands of barren acres to agri-
cujture and provide homes for many
American families. The exhibjt
will also tell the story of the Boul-
der Dam, one of the world’'s great
engineering projects, and of other
undertakings connected with the
water problem in the West.

In the transportation section will
be a special department devoted to
the historical phases of travel.
Many relics which played an im-
portant part in the development of
travel in the United States are being
assembled. These ' include such
colorful objects as the horse trap-
pings of the early Spanish Dons,
the ox-carts of the first settlers,
covered wagaps, stagecoaches and
other crude vehicies.

The United States Government,
which has constructed a Federal
exhibit palace costing $200,000, will
develop two themes. One gxhibit

Mary Barrowa

. On an Alaskan Air Route—A Dog Team Welcomes Its Newest Rival.
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desals with the operations of twenty
government departments, which
more than forty attendants will
help to explain. The other is that
sponsored by the Federal Housing
Administration.

The first phase of the FHA ex-
hibit iz a bit of modernization
magic, 8 dramatization of the ime
proving of homes under maximum
loans of $2,000. There will be shown
a community of houses antiquated,
poorly designed and in need of re-
pairs. In the space of ten minytes
it will be changed into a community
that is highly modernized and im-
proved.

Still another phase of the exhibib
will be the presentation of a “New
Deal City,”” showing fifty-six homes
in miniature, designed to display
the newest and best types of resie
dential construction.

Mexico to Participate.

General Pascual Ortiz Rublo, fore
mer President of Mexico, and an
honorary director of the exposition,
has announced, through President
Cardenas, Mexico’s declsion to pare
ticipate officially in the San Diego
fair.

Included in the Mexico Exhibit
Palace will be the famous Monte
Alban jewels, priceless Mayan gems,
which were shown at Chicago's
A Century of Progress Exposition.
These are now en route to San
Diego, where they will be displayed
under special guard. The Mexican
Government will also have exhibits
from the Departments of Agricul-
ture, Communications, EFducation
and National Economy.

Plans are also being made to
bring to San Diego for the duration
of the fair the famous Tipica
Orquestra of 100 pieces.

A unique exhibit will be that of
the Screen Actors Guild of Holly-
wood. This group will put on dis«
play such famous objects as Mary
Pickford’s curls, Charlie Chaplin’s
shoes, George Arliss’s monocle and
other items from the archives of
the screen capital.

As to architecture, many of the
buildings are of the early Spanish
renaissance and Spanish Coloniel
styles. These are the buildingse
constructed for the 1915 exposition.
The new buildings suggest the
oldest and most typically American
schools of architecture—the ancient
Mayan and Indian pueblo.

Industrial Exhibits.

Some of the notable commerclal
exhibits will be found in the Ford
Building, including modern indus-
trial devices of all kinds. This
building, intended to be pefmanent,
stands on high ground overlooking
San Diego Bay and will serve as a
landmark for air pilots. Adjacent
iz a 8,000-seat amphitheatre and or-
chestra shell. Here the symphony
orchestras of L.os Angeles, San Dis
ego, San Francisco, Seattle and
Portland will play during the fair.

In this part of the park roads
suggesting historic highways that
have contributed to the develop-
ment of the civilization of nations
pettling along the Pacific have been
laid out, flanked by characteristio
scenery. Among these world-known
arteries are the Gold Road of Pan-
ama, one of the aneclent Incs high-
ways of Peru, the old Spanish Road
in Mexico, *he Oregon and Sante
F$§ Trails and Alaska’s Fairoanks
Highway.

Other exhiblis wili cover & pretd
range of subjects. The Falace of
Science will portray developments
in its field down to the newest mar-
vels in telephony; the Palace of
Natural History contains 387,088
specimens of birds, fish, animaln,
reptiles and plants; the Palace of
Fine Arts, a striking collection of
old masters and moderns, including
Rubens’s ‘‘The Holy Family,” and
a priceless Gobelin tapestry, and
80 on.

The entire United States fleet will
concentrate in local waters for two
two-week periods. The first con~
centration will begin on June 10 and
last until June 28. The second will
be from Aug. 17 until Sept. 1.
President Roosevelt will be here
during one of the concentrations for
& review, ,



